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CONSTRUCTION, FORESTRY, MINING AND ENERGY UNION– 
MARITIME UNION OF AUSTRALIA — MERGER 

Statement 
HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [6.30 pm]: I rise to speak tonight on an important issue 
about the future of Western Australia’s economy, the future of employment in this state and the future of 
opportunity and prosperity in this state. It is an issue I have raised before in this chamber, but it is pertinent today in 
the lead-up to the federal election. 
In October last year I raised concerns that have been expressed by many people, both here in Western Australia and 
across Australia, about the proposed merger between two militant trade unions, the Construction, Forestry, Mining 
and Energy Union and the Maritime Union of Australia. I raised concerns in the context of two powerful unions 
merging together with a history of lawlessness and of using their industrial muscle to bully, intimidate and cajole 
employers and employees. Organisations with such a horrible history of destroying economic prosperity should not 
be allowed to merge without some form of test that their merger would be in the best interests of our economy and 
of our nation. I highlighted at the time that if it was two companies that were merging, they would be subject to 
stringent tests on public interest grounds through the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission. Those 
laws currently do not apply to trade unions. 
It was interesting that the recommendations of the Heydon Royal Commission into Trade Union Governance and 
Corruption made a series of recommendations to strengthen the laws relating to militant trade unions and to provide 
protection for Australian workers and Australian business from these militant trade unions. One of the 
recommendations made by the Heydon royal commission was to introduce a public interest test for mergers of 
registered organisations. Of course, registered organisations include both trade unions and representatives of 
employers, and I agree that the test should apply to both sides, as they apply to all Australian businesses. 

Interestingly, the federal election campaign that is before us at the moment has brought into stark contrast the 
views of the current federal government and the views of the federal opposition that wishes to replace the current 
federal government. Last week, the Minister for Employment, Senator Michaelia Cash, a great 
Western Australian who is doing a great job, released the Liberal–National coalition’s policy on workplace 
relations and indicated that the coalition government, if re-elected, would implement a whole series of 
recommendations that arose from the Heydon royal commission. One of those recommendations is to introduce 
a new public interest test for mergers of registered organisation that will allow relevant matters to be taken into 
account, such as the organisation’s history of compliance with workplace laws. It is a very simple 
recommendation and should be a non-controversial recommendation. It is a recommendation picked up by the 
federal Liberal Party because it knows the damage that can be caused by militant trade unions acting outside the 
law. The federal Liberal Party also knows that if that power of militant trade unions is concentrated into one 
super union, the damage would be exacerbated and would cause even more disruption to our economy than those 
two unions can cause on their own without a merger. As I said, the test would apply equally to business 
organisations that decide to merge, and there would be a test by an independent arbiter, the Australian Building 
and Construction Commission, as to whether that merger was in the public interest or not. I would have thought 
that would be simple and uncontroversial and something that protects our economy and something that moves 
the existing rules that apply to corporations to trade unions and business groups. 
Unfortunately, I have not seen a similar commitment from the federal opposition, the Australian Labor Party. In 
fact, we have had absolute silence from the Labor Party on the recommendations of the royal commission. It is 
silent because these recommendations go to the heart of the relationship of the Australian Labor Party with these 
militant trade unions—the militant trade unions who fund the Australian Labor Party, and the militant trade 
unions who vote at Labor Party conferences and at preselections and preselect Labor Party candidates and 
members of Parliament. Here we are again hearing nothing from either the opposition in this chamber or the 
federal opposition about how they could — 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Peter Katsambanis has the call. 
Hon PETER KATSAMBANIS: We hear nothing from the Labor Party in Western Australia or the federal 
Labor Party on how they would better protect Australian business and Australian jobs from these militant trade 
unions. So, a week next Saturday, on 2 July, there will be a stark contrast for people when they cast their votes—
one party is committed to protecting Australian workers and Australian businesses from the actions of these 
militant trade unions, and one party wants to aid and abet these militant trade unions to destroy our nation’s 
economy. The choice cannot be more stark. 
I congratulate Senator Michaelia Cash, the federal Liberal Party and the Liberal–National coalition federally for 
adopting this commonsense recommendation of the royal commission, and, I dare say, the commonsense 
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suggestion I made in October last year, that these proposed mergers should be subject to a public interest test. 
I condemn the Australian Labor Party for not accepting this commonsense recommendation and, instead, 
deciding, once again, to march to the beat of their puppet-masters in the trade union movement. The choice 
cannot be clearer on 2 July: if people want a strong, prosperous economy and an opportunity for everyone to get 
a job and get ahead in this country, they cannot risk handing over control to the militant trade unions and their 
puppets in the Australian Labor Party. I have no doubt that the Australian people will make the right choice on 
2 July. 
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